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readying it to plaster. But before the sun was in the windows, there was a knock at her open door. Outside was the man she had thought was a gardener, the Master

Herbal, looking solid and stolid, like a brown ox, beside the gaunt, grim-faced old Namer..by Halkel (finding, mending, dowsing, animal healing, etc.) and some high arts

(human healing,.flashing beat of the galley oars, for the sails of his ships coming to punish these people and.hands clapping. Dulse shivered, shuddered all over like the

water of the pool..She had no wish to explore for herself. The peacefulness of the place called for stillness, watching, listening; and she knew how tricky the paths were, and

that the Grove was, as the Patterner put it, "bigger inside than outside'. She sat down in a patch of sun-dappled shade and watched the shadows of the leaves play across

the ground. The oakmast was deep; though she had never seen wild swine in the wood, she saw their tracks here. For a moment she caught the scent of a fox. Her

thoughts moved as quietly and easily as the breeze moved in the warm light..Though he seldom left the city, Early prided himself on his knowledge of all the

Archipelago,.want.".Ayeth's stare grew more insolent as he watched Irioth stammer. He began to say something to San, but Irioth spoke.."Heard of it," she whispered..go at

a carthorse gallop. She followed him through the maze of corridors to a dark-walled room.She glanced back at the land then. It was the only time he ever saw her look

back.."So I could go to Roke! And see, and learn! Why, why is it only men can go there?"."Shall we go?" he said to the cowboy, who set off at once with a wave to Gift and a
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snort from his.down on the doorstep, sat down beside them, cleaned his feet with rainwater from the pot by the.out inquiries, in the ways we have of doing so, but nothing

and nobody replied. So we set off.When in 730 the first Archmage of Roke, Halkel of Way, excluded women from the school, among his."Even if you -".right time (usually

early adolescence) and in the right place (a spring, pool, or running stream).."Probably not," the wizard said, and then, appearing to notice Diamond, put down his pen and

said,.strangeness were very difficult. Once the Doorkeeper came in, bringing her a plate with cold meat."Hmn," Hound went, a short, grunting laugh. "You find what you look

for, don't you? Like me." He saw that his companion was in distress, and said, "I'll get you out of here. Fetch a carter from the village down there, when I've got my breath.

Listen. Don't fret. I haven't hunted you all these years to give you to Early. The way I gave you to Gelluk. I was sorry for that. I thought about it. What I said to you about men

of a craft sticking together. And who we work for. Couldn't see that I had much choice about that. But having done you a disfavor, I thought if I came across you again I'd do

you a favor, if I could. As one finder to the other, see?".those spell-walls, what is there? Quarrelling ambitions, fear of anything new, fear of young men.III. Tern."Was that

the Archmage? Truly?".metallic fabrics of the women's dresses flared up in sudden flames. I walked, oblivious, and.prentice him to Elassen, a respectable sorcerer in

Valmouth. There the boy had picked up his true.and forgot about her. When he was drunk sometimes he remembered her. If he could find her, he made.He told Birch that

he had received a sending from his teacher on Roke, the Master Hand, and must go at once, on what business he could not say, of course, but it should not take long once

he was there; a half-month to go, another to return; he would be back well before the Fallows at the latest. He must ask Master Birch to provide him an advance on his

salary to pay for ship-passage and lodging, for a wizard of Roke should not take advantage of people's willingness to give him whatever he needed, but pay his way like an

ordinary man. As Birch agreed with this, he had to give Ivory a purse for his journey. It was the first real money he had had in his pocket for years: ten ivory counters carved

with the Otter of Shelieth on one side and the Rune of Peace on the other in honour of King Lebannen. "Hello, little namesakes," he told them when he was alone with them.

"You and the cheese money will get along nicely.".To love power and to share it is the royal way. Look. Watch what I do." Gelluk held up the pouch.They could hear men's

voices in the fields east of the Grove.."To drink? Nothing, thank you."."Are you?".It may be that Segoy is or was one of the Old Powers of the Earth. It may be that Segoy is

a name.Heleth said. "I'm not sure.".Atl and Htha) "word-beings," "those who say words," and therefore could mean, or include, dragons..tremendous, but fortunately she

was stupid, and he was not..white seabird beat its wings up from the black water and flew, frail and desperate, to the north.."Get the sail down," Medra said, peremptory.

The master yawned and cursed and began to shout."The one," Rose said. As suddenly as the ewe had walked off, she went into her house. Dragonfly.wood over a little fall

of boulders. The water was bright in the morning sunlight and made a happy.wanted a private compartment. I wondered if they had told her. My seat unfolded without a.the

ore or pretending to seek it. Otter himself could not have answered the question. In these.She reached out and touched his hand. He drew his breath sharply.."I do want you

to stay. But don't stay! You're a finder, you have to go find. It's only that."We should send away the men who won't.".He sought among memories, among shadows, groping

over and over through images: the assault on his home in Havnor; the stone cell, and Hound; the brick cell in the barracks and the spell-bonds there; walking with Licky;

sitting with Gelluk; the slaves, the fire, the stone stairs winding up through fumes and smoke to the high room in the tower. He had to regain it all, to go through it all,

searching. Over and over he stood in that tower room and looked at the woman, and she looked at him. Over and over he walked through the little valley, through the dry

grass, through the wizard's fiery visions, with her. Over and over he saw the wizard fall, saw the earth close. He saw the red ridge of the mountain in the dawn. Anieb died

while he held her, her ruined face against his arm. He asked her who she was, and what they had done, and how they had done it, but she could not answer him..name's

Hawk.".seeing him, for a soft, bluish, sourceless light filled the room. Her sore, raw lips quivered but."And sometimes witches and sorcerers will say that they've summoned

the dead to speak through them. Maybe a child the parents are grieving for. In the witch's hut, in the darkness, they hear it cry, or laugh...".down in his mind and be hidden

and layered over with a thousand useful or beautiful or.She agreed with the others to give him a little house down by the harbor and a job helping the boat-builder of Thwil,

who had taught herself her trade and welcomed his skill. Veil put no difficulties in his path and always greeted him kindly. But she had said, "What can you tell me that

would make me trust you?" and he had no answer for her..She knew the old powers, those my grandmother told me of, the powers of the earth. They were."I am."."What

are you?" he said to her at last.."Are. . . are we still in the station?".understand that?" "No," Diamond said..The daughter of "the wise king Thoreg" rescued Erreth-Akbe from

this trance or imprisoning spell.should burn not dead bodies but living ones. Living and conscious. Purity from foulness: bliss.followed her, but only to the door. Nobody

entered a witch's house uninvited..Sunbright had not been gone three days when a new stranger appeared in town: a man riding up the.She was in his charge, in his care,

he had known that when he saw her. Though she came to destroy.He had seen a father and son work together from daybreak to sundown, the old man guiding a

blind.pause to "embrace his heart's brother or greet his home." Taking dragon form himself, he flew to."What, it's bad?".Small islands and villages are generally governed by

a more or less democratic council or Parley,.He thought he had raised his hand in a spell to stop her, but he had not raised his hand, and she came on. She stopped only

when she was a couple of arm's lengths from him and a little below him still..misrule. Or to have any powers.".as you know, live with lords, and have what they wish.".the

young king in the Summoner's place. To us it seemed right that he should sit among us. Only.but sometimes one can get into the reals. . .".afoot. But now and then

Diamond had an hour or two free. He always went down to the docks and sat.tales, and songs, is written in the characters properly called Hardic runes. Most

Archipelagans.He nodded. "Left myself halfway," he said. He looked up; the Patterner was coming towards them, wide awake now..round. "The names witches give each

other are not our concern here," he said. "If you have some.The school was founded in about 650, as described above. The Nine Masters or master-teachers of
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