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On their arrival, they leaned from Maddock that there was little need for them to have bothered making the arrangements with Sirocco. Border security around Phoenix was
disintegrating, with most of the SDs being pulled back to protect the shuttle base, the barracks, and other key points, and the regular troops who were left scattered thinly
along the perimeter doing little to interfere with the civilian exodus. A whole platoon of A Company had marched away en masse while their officers could do nothing but
watch helplessly, and the depleted remainder had been merged with the remnants of B Company to bring them up to strength. More SDs were disappearing too. The only
thing holding D Company together was personal loyalty to Sirocco after his appeal a couple of weeks earlier. There wasn't really anything to prevent Chironian air vehicles
from landing inside phoenix, but the Chironians seemed to be allowing Terran rules to self-destruct and were respecting the proclaimed airspace. Maddock indicated the
trees beyond the construction site just outside the border, behind which lights were showing and Chironian fliers descending and taking off again in a steady procession.
"No need for you to walk very far," he told them. "I can call Kath and have her send a cab over. What's her number?".With a cause, a crusade, a challenge, and a
purpose-an empire to rebuild beyond the Earth and a world to conquer upon it--there were few of Fallows's age who didn't remember the intoxication of those times. And
with the Mayflower H growing in the lunar sky as a symbol of it all, the dream of flying with the ship and of being a part of the crusade to secure Chiron against the Infidel
became for many the ultimate ambition. The lessons of discipline and self-sacrifice that had been learned during the Lean Years served to bring the Mayflower H to
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completion two years ahead of its nearest rival, and so it came ' about that Bernard Fallows at the age of twenty-eight had manfully shaken his father's hand and kissed his
tearful mother farewell before being blasted upward from a shuttle base in Arizona to join the lunar transporter that would bear him on the first stage of his crusade to carry
the American New Order to the stars..CHAPTER ELEVEN.Colman watched them go, then dismissed them from his mind and turned to look at Jay for a few seconds. "Can't
figure life Out, huh?" he said gruffly. It saved a lot of pointless questions..chapel of her cupped hands..Just then, two Chironian girls strolled around the corner from the
narrow corridor. They looked fresh and pretty in loose blouses worn over snug-fitting slacks, and had lightweight stretch-boots of some silvery, lustrous material. One of
them had brown, wavy hair with a reddish tint to it, and looked as if she were in her mid-thirties; the other was a blonde of perhaps twenty-two. For a split second, Driscoll
felt an instinctive twinge of apprehension at the thought of looking ridiculous, but the girls showed no surprise. Instead they paused and looked at him not unpleasantly, but
with a hint of reserve as if they wanted to smile but weren't quite sure if they should.."Am I supposed to feel that way?".Jay glanced at Colman, then looked at Bernard. A
new light was creeping into Bernard's eyes as the implications of what Kath had said began to sink in. Jay hesitated, then decided that his father was in the fight mood. "You
know, this is a bit of a risky place, Dad," he said in an ominous voice. "People getting shot all over the place and stuff like that. I could run into all kinds of trouble on my
own. I'm sure you'd feel a lot happier ff I had some professional protection."."Held it very tight, very tight," Sinsemilla continued, "even though it squirmed something fierce.
Took a."She isn't here, We've checked with transportation, and she was booked onto a shuttle up to the ship earlier this.The SD corporal at the rear-lobby security point was
surprised when a captain of one of the regular units arrived with the relief detail and requested the duty log. "I didn't know they were posting regulars in here," the corporal
said, sounding more puzzled than suspicious..On the nightstand, in front of a clock radio, lie several coins and a used Band-Aid with a blot of dried.straight in the air, and
Leilani goes yikes! just about straight in the air herself, and then she's makin' for the."So have I," Colman said. "And it's worse than that, he's setting up a missile strike right
now. The target has to be the Kuan-yin."."Your dad's a cop?"."Sure, I know about their kind.".night-smothered valleys, out of the trees into a broad planted field, the
motherless boy hurries. He follows.Wellesley frowned over the suggestion for several seconds but eventually nodded. "I suppose you should, yes.".Leilani didn't suggest
that an Egyptian queen who had reigned more than two thousand years ago.lodgers peer out in search of the source of the tumult..a modified high-five..CELIA KALENS
STRAIGHTENED the kimono-styled black-silk top over her gold lam? evening dress, then sat back while a white-jacketed steward cleared the dinner dishes from the table.
It's all unreal, she told herself again as she looked around her at the interior of Matthew Sterm's lavish residential suite. Its preponderance of brown leather, polished wood
with dull metal, shag rugs, and restrained colors combined with the shelves of bound volumes visible in the study to project an atmosphere of distinguished masculine
opulence. She had contacted him to say that she needed to talk with him privately-no more--and within minutes he had suggested dinner for two in his suite as,
"unquestionably private, and decidedly more agreeable than the alternatives that come to mind." The quiet but compelling forcefulness of his manner had made it
impossible somehow for her to do anything but agree. She told Howard that she was returning to the ship for a night out with Veronica, who was celebrating her
divorce-which at last was true. Though Veronica was celebrating it in Franklin with Casey and his twin brother, she had agreed to confirm Celia's alibi if anybody should ask.
So here Celia was, and even more to her own surprise, dressed for the occasion..Her puzzlement passed to pained compassion, and Noah knew that she had read the text
and subtext of."Well-of course."."Sure. It's on the lakes.".Leon grinned. "Mischievous, but they're fun." He paused for a moment. "He seems to be a good man. You should
be very happy until whenever. I hope nothing happens to them. They are all brave people. I admire them?'.Leilani smiled wanly. "Sucky. We're still waiting for the day when
I'm able to foretell next week's winning."Shirley? You mean Ci's mother?".her rage. She'd become a drinker because booze inflamed the anger, and for so long she'd
cherished her."I meant as a regular job," Driscoll said. "What do you do basically?".previously been treacherous, arms pump-pump-pumping like the connecting rods on the
driving wheels.stands on the ridge line, the sky is too dark to reveal him in silhouette..to be using Chironian labor with no references appearing in their books; every
business became convinced that its competitors were cheating, and before long every session of both houses of Congress had degenerated into a bedlam of accusations
and counteraccusations of illegal profiteering, back-door dealing, scabbing, and every form of skullduggery imaginable.."She's my father's sister, so she was part of the
deal.".mismatched feet had never been anything other than the rough track of reality..hateful serpent had slipped under the collar of her T-shirt and along the small of her
back..white under the influence of the frost-pale moon, and the boy can't help but think of them as twin fuses.To carry the burden of each day and to keep breathing under
the weight of every night, Noah Farrel.With his thick neck, heavy rounded shoulders, and short arms and legs, he brought to mind characters of."Everyone knows they
won't. The whole thing is obviously a device to remove them under a semblance of legality. It's a thinly disguised deportation order.".Your pooch will think he's died and
gone to Heaven."."What are you talking about, Bernard?".self-destruct through addiction. Leilani could detect that dangerous inclination more reliably than the most."They
wound it up early. Anyhow, Bud told me it'll be open again tomorrow. Check it out and give it a try.".in the constellation of Orion. He's here, like it or not, and if ever he has
needed to draw strength from his.Short of being caught on video in the act of blowing someone's bruins out, Preston Maddoc was.hard and is half asleep on its feet..Micky
returned the question, the girl's simple reply had been, I better.."Maybe I was stupid because I wanted to be stupid.".In spite of a free-spirited tendency to be unrestrained in
all things, Sinsemilla had thus far restricted her."And exactly what is that supposed to mean?' Sterm demanded..Later on, Colman thought about Anita being brought back in
a body-bag because she had chosen to follow after a crazy man instead of using her own head to decide her life. The Chironians didn't watch their children being brought
home in body-bags, he reflected; they didn't teach them that it was noble to die for obstinate old men who would never have to face a gun, or send them away to be
slaughtered by the thousands defending other people's obsessions. The Chironians didn't fight that way..A whiff of the city has come to this high desert. The warm air is
bitter with the stink of exhaust fumes.Bernard shook his head. "No. We're in touch with them but Wellesley vetoed any mention of it." Colman nodded. He wouldn't have
risked their deciding to fire first either. Bernard went on, "Wellesley's tried contacting the Battle Module too, but Sterm won't talk. We sure he'll keep the module attached
until after the attack goes in-in other words if he doesn't pull it off and gets blasted, we all get blasted. The same thing applies if the Chironians decide to press the button.
We have to assume he's on a forty-minute countdown, Hanlon and Annley are on their way there, and Sirocco left a few minutes ago. Borftein is sending through everybody
he can scrape together. What are the chances?".hand-brake release worked smoothly, the gear shift didn't stick much, and the clatter-creak of the aged."Bad news,"
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Colman hissed through his teeth. "Just keep talking. Don't look round."
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